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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the factors affecting the development of startup behaviors in Iranian sports with a smart
governance approach. The research method was mixed-methods. The statistical sample in the qualitative section included
experts knowledgeable about the research subject. Purposive sampling was used to identify these individuals. This sampling
continued until theoretical saturation was reached, and ultimately, 14 individuals participated as the sample in the qualitative
section. In the quantitative section, the statistical population included active members of the sports startup ecosystem,
encompassing professors, students, accelerators, and experts in this field. To conduct Structural Equation Modeling (SEM),
considering the number of items, 335 individuals were selected as the research sample. Finally, after distributing and collecting
the research questionnaires, 305 questionnaires were analyzed. Data collection tools included semi-structured interviews and a
researcher-made questionnaire. Coding and structural equation modeling were used to analyze the research data. The entire
data analysis process was performed using SPSS, PLS, and MAXQDA software. Ultimately, 67 codes were identified as
influential factors. The results showed that the factors affecting the development of startup behaviors in Iranian sports with a
smart governance approach consist of 12 factors (social, cultural, managerial, technological, psychological, managerial [note:
repeated in the original text], environmental, international, educational, competitive, networking, and financial technologies).
Given that the t-value for all factors was greater than 1.961.961.96 and the significance level was lower than 0.050.050.05, it
was determined that all factors have a significant presence in the research model.

Keywords: Behavior, Innovation, Creativity, Startup, Sport Industry
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Identifying Factors Affecting the Development of Startup Behaviors in Iranian Sports with a Smart «
Governance Approach

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, technological developments and the expansion of the digital economy have transformed traditional patterns
of economic development and paved the way for the formation of innovative entrepreneurial ecosystems. In the meantime,
startups, as engines driving innovation, job creation, and value-added creation, play an increasing role in sustainable
development. The field of sports is no exception to these developments, and with the emergence of sports startups in fields
such as sports technologies, performance data analysis, digital health, interactive platforms, and smart urban services, it has
become one of the emerging areas of entrepreneurship. This research gap has caused policymaking in this area to be mainly
cross-sectional and non-systemic, and a comprehensive framework for strengthening the sports startup ecosystem has not been
formed. Therefore, the main issue of the present study is: What are the factors affecting the development of startup behaviors
in Iranian sports within the framework of smart governance, and how can these factors be explained and prioritized? The
answer to this question can provide the basis for designing smart policies, promoting institutional coordination, and developing
supportive infrastructure, and help form an efficient sports entrepreneurship ecosystem in the country. Therefore, the main
question of the present study is: What are the factors affecting the development of startup behaviors in Iranian sports?
Methodology

The present study was a mixed method in terms of data collection method in terms of its applied purpose. The qualitative
method used in the present study was the Delphi method. The Delphi method of the present study was carried out in three
stages until reaching the consensus stage in the cases. The tools used in this study included semi-structured interviews and a
researcher-made questionnaire. The output of the research interviews led to the formation of a researcher-made questionnaire
that had 67 questions. The questions of this questionnaire were designed as a 5-value Likert scale. To examine the validity of
the qualitative section, credibility (validity), transferability, and verifiability were used. For this purpose, the researcher used
the approval of the research process by seven experts to examine the credibility and also used two coders to code several
interview samples to ensure the uniformity of the coders' views. On the other hand, to examine the transferability, the opinions
of three experts who did not participate in the study were consulted about the research findings. Also, to examine the
verifiability, all interviews were recorded and reviewed at the required times. To examine the validity of the quantitative part
of the survey, experts' opinions were reviewed, and to examine the end of the questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha was calculated.
Results

The results of the present study showed that 67 codes were identified as effective factors. The results showed that the effective
factors on the development of startup behaviors in Iranian sports with a smart governance approach include 12 factors (social,
cultural, managerial, technological, psychological, managerial, environmental, international, educational, competitive,
networking, and financial technologies). Considering the t-value of all factors, which is higher than 1.96 and the significance
level, which is lower than 0.005; it was determined that all factors have a significant presence in the research model.
Discussion and Conclusion

In order to answer the main research question of identifying the factors affecting the development of startup behaviors in
Iranian sports with a smart governance approach, the data obtained from the information collection stage were analyzed. The

analysis of the findings showed that the formation and strengthening of startup behaviors in the field of sports is influenced by
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a set of factors at different individual, team, institutional, technological and economic levels that interact with each other. The
»formation of scientific evidence regarding startup behaviors in sports can provide the basis for creating practical efforts in this

area. Given the importance of practical activities in the field of startups, the study of startup behaviors in sports can help to

form the necessary concern for the development of startup behaviors in sports by creating evidence in this regard. This issue

has led to the design and implementation of the present study with the aim of identifying the factors affecting the development

of startup behaviors in Iranian sports with a smart governance approach. In this regard, the governance system should provide

the necessary incentive and support frameworks to strengthen this approach. Finally, given the importance of data-driven

decision-making in smart governance, it is suggested that the development and application of smart decision-support systems

in the sports ecosystem be put on the agenda. The use of artificial intelligence technologies and big data analysis can help

entrepreneurs in choosing marketing strategies, identifying future market trends, analyzing competitors, and managing risk.

The establishment of such infrastructures will not only improve the quality of decision-making, but will also further align the

startup ecosystem with the principles of smart governance.
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